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OVERVIEW

THIS COURSE SURVEYS SELECTIONS FROM AMERICAN LITERATURE AND RELATES THE MAJOR WORKS OF EACH PERIOD WITH THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FROM THAT PERIOD.  EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON THE LITERARY CONCEPTS IN EACH PERIOD.  ONE SHAKESPEAREAN PLAY WILL BE TAUGHT IN CLASS.  THIS CLASS ALSO STRESSES FORMAL AND CASUAL COMPOSITION, EXPOSITION, AND IN-CLASS WRITING RESPONSES.  THE WRITING OF A SHORT RESEARCH PAPER CONTINUES TO DEVELOP THE RESEARCH SKILLS NECESSARY FOR COLLEGE LEVEL COMPOSITION.  VOCABULARY BASED ON THE PSAT, SAT, AND ACT FORMATS IS TAUGHT.  STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO READ ASSIGNED NOVELS OVER THE SUMMER AND TO COMPLETE ASSIGNMENTS RELATED TO THESE WORKS.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS


STUDENTS WILL…

· DEMONSTRATE THE ABILITY TO  CORRECTLY APPLY APPROPRIATE GRAMMAR IN VARIOUS WRITING EXERCISES

· DEMONSTRATE A COMPREHENSION OF VARIOUS LITERARY WORKS AS WELL AS LITERARY/HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDS

· DEMONSTRATE THE ABILITY TO CORRECTLY APPLY MLA STYLE AND DOCUMENTATION TO VARIOUS WRITING EXERCISES

· DEMONSTRATE THE ABILITY TO CORRECTLY APPLY BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL WRITING CONCEPTS THROUGH: BAKER KEYHOLE ESSAYS, POSITION ESSAYS, LIMITED RESPONSE ESSAYS, RESEARCH PAPER(S), JOURNALS AND OTHER WRITING EXERCISES

· DEMONSTRATE A GROWING COMPREHENSION AND USE OF EXPANDED VOCABULARY

MATERIALS NEEDED
· BLUE/BLACK INK PENS

· RED INK PENS

· # 2 PENCILS

· 3-RING BINDER (LARGE ENOUGH FOR 4-5 SECTIONS)

· LOOSELEAF PAPER

· DIVIDERS FOR 3-RING BINDER

· PAGE PROTECTORS
· A RESEARCH PAPER MATERIAL LIST WILL BE GIVEN PRIOR TO THE ASSIGNMENT

*SEE BOOKSTORE LIST FOR REQUIRED TEXTS
METHODS OF EVALUATION
STUDENTS WILL BE EVALUATED THROUGH EXAMS, MAJOR TESTS, QUIZZES, WRITING ASSIGNMENTS, HOMEWORK, AND PROJECTS.  THE STUDENT’S AVERAGE WILL BE BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FORMULA: TOTAL NUMBER OF POINTS EARNED / TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE.

CALENDAR/SCHEDULE
YOU CAN EXPECT A MINIMUM OF 3-4 MAJOR TESTS/PAPERS/ PROJECTS PER QUARTER.  IN ADDITION, THERE WILL BE NUMEROUS SMALLER QUIZZES, HOMEWORK, AND CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENTS.  SPECIFIC DUE DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED BASED UPON CLASS PROGRESSION.

ABSENCES, CHECK-INS/OUTS AND TARDIES
IF YOU MISS CLASS OR YOU ARE LATE TO CLASS (FOR ANY REASON), IT IS ABSOLUTELY YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SEE ME CONCERNING THE COMPLETION OF THE WORK THAT YOU MISSED.  IT WILL ALSO BE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SCHEDULE MAKE-UP WORK.   IN TERMS OF A TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF MISSED WORK, WE WILL ADHERE TO THE RULES AND GUIDELINES SET FORTH IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK.  IF YOU ARE UNSURE ABOUT A TIMEFRAME, PLEASE ASK ME!

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND PARTICIPATION
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR SHOULD ADHERE TO THOSE RULES AND GUIDELINES SET FORTH IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK.  AS THIS CLASS WILL FEATURE A GREAT DEAL OF DISCUSSION, IT WILL BE VERY IMPORTANT THAT A HIGH LEVEL OF RESPECT BE PAID TO EACH PERSON IN THE CLASSROOM.   INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP PARTICIPATION WILL BE VERY IMPORTANT AND CAN ONLY BE SUCCESSFUL WHEN EVERYONE IS RESPECTFUL.

EXTRA HELP
IF, AT ANY TIME, YOU NEED EXTRA HELP OR FEEL THAT YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH THE MATERIAL, SEE ME TO ARRANGE A HELP SESSION.  ALSO, THERE ARE NUMEROUS CLUBS AT JOHN CARROLL CATHOLIC THAT OFFER PEER TUTORING.  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM
JCCHS IS A SCHOOL THAT DEMANDS THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF INTEGRITY AND HONESTY.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE SHOULD YOU CLAIM ANY WORK THAT IS NOT SOLELY YOUR OWN.  IN SOME CASES, YOU MAY BE ASKED TO WRITE AND/OR SIGN THE JCCHS HONOR CODE ON AN ASSIGNMENT.  
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL WHO ENTER JOHN CARROLL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL THAT

CHRIST

IS THE REASON FOR THIS SCHOOL.

HE IS THE UNSEEN BUT EVER PRESENT TEACHER IN ITS CLASSES.

HE IS THE MODEL OF ITS FACULTY AND THE

INSPIRATION OF ITS STUDENTS.
